ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A membrane -electrode assembly for electrochemical cells 
such as proton exchange membrane fuel cells and direct 
methanol fuel cells operating at ambient conditions are 
activated first by exposing them at a temperature higher than 
ambient temperature and with the gaseous reactants back- 
pressurized. The performance of the membrane-electrode 
assemblies, especially those whose electrodes are of low 
catalyst loadings made using supported catalysts, improves 
dramatically after the activation. 
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